Question Stems to Challenge Readers
Character:

· Tell about a decision or choice made by a character. Do you think the character made a good choice? Why or why not?

· What is a question that one of the characters seems to be struggling with in the story? How does this character try to find answers?

· How would the book be different if told from another character’s point of view?

· Imagine you are one of the characters during an important moment in the book. How do you think you would feel about what is happening? Why?

Plot:
· Tell about a suspenseful moment in the story. How did the author build the suspense?

· What feelings do you think the author wants readers to have during and at the end of the book? How do you know?

· If you could only choose one event from the story to tell a friend, what event would you choose? Do you think you could convince your friend to read the book based only on this one event?

· Tell about a time when you were able to predict correctly what would happen next in the story. What clues did the author give that helped you make your predictions?
· What was the turning point or climax of the story? How do you know? How did it affect the main characters?

· Tell about any part of the plot that confused you. Do you think the author wanted to confuse the reader? How did you resolve your confusion?

Setting:

· Would you want to live in the setting of this book? Why or why not? If the setting is a real place, do you think you would like to visit it? Why or why not?
· Imagine if the story happened in a different setting. Where else might the story be set? How would this other setting change the characters and plot?

· Connect the setting of this book to that of another book you have read. What do the settings have in common? How are they different?
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Relationships:

· Describe the relationship between two important characters. What are the good things and bad things about the relationship for each person?

· Give an example of how characters work together to solve a problem in the book. How is their relationship changed by the experience?

· How do the characters’ emotions affect their relationships? Give a specific example.
Conflict:

· Describe a conflict that occurred in the book. What were the causes of the conflict?

· What do the characters have to give up to resolve the conflict? In what ways does this change the characters?

· Describe a choice a character made to avoid a conflict. Did this choice show strength or weakness? Why?

· How is the conflict in this book similar to those you have read about in other books?

Making Inferences:

· Describe something about the book that was not stated in the text but that you inferred from reading it. Explain how you came to the conclusion.

· Identify a word from the book that was new to you. How did you figure out the meaning of the word?

· What do you think is likely to happen next in the book? What evidence supports your prediction?

Questioning:

· Make your own bookmark to leave in this book for the next reader. Be sure to include an easy question, a difficult question, and at least one thought‐provoking question.

· Describe a strategy that you have used to identify a good place in this book to stop and ask yourself questions. Will this strategy work with other texts? Why or why not?
Synthesizing:

· Select a chapter of the book and give it a new title. Explain your rationale for your title. 

· How would you adapt this book to appeal to a younger or older audience?

Visualizing:

· Find a scene in the book that left a strong picture in your mind. What language did the author use that helped to create that visualization?
· If you were to design a soundtrack for this book, what type of music or songs would you use? Why?
